Newsletter
July 5, 2024

Hi Neighbours,

This has been an eventful week in HRM from having to boil water to evictions of
tents in certain parks. Next week will bring more summer excitement in the form
of a very busy HRM Regional Council agenda.

The water boil advisory notice illustrates that HRM needs a better emergency
action plan. Yes, we have more drinkable water than elsewhere in the world, but
we really need to ensure its safety for the future as climate change will drastically
affect this supply here and around the world.

The city has announced plans to begin the redevelopment plan for the Halifax
Memorial Library. I am asking anyone interested in joining to save the Halifax
Memorial Library and ensure the process is transparent and truthfully engaged
with citizens to reply. I will be forming a citizens’ group to advocate for the old
library now that the Regional Council has decided to act with the Memorial
Library, see the item 15.1.5 below for further information.

Regional Council Agenda:

https://www.halifax.ca/city-hall/reqgional-council/july-9-2024-halifax-regional-
council

Regional Council Agenda Items:

Item 14.1 covers lessening the impact of construction on roads and residents.
14. INFORMATION ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD - June 18, 2024

14.1 Deputy Mayor Deagle Gammon - Public Notification of Full Road Closures
Procedure [PDF]

Item 15.1.2 First Reading Proposed By-law M-402, an Amendment to By-law M-
400, Respecting Marketing Levy* [PDF]

Motion:

"In August 2023, Halifax Regional Municipality (HRM) adopted By-law M-400 to
replace the former H-400 Marketing Levy By-law. This new by-law expanded the
levy to include short-term rentals and increased the maximum levy amount from
two percent to three percent. Short-term rental operators registered under the




Tourism Accommodations Registration Act are required to collect and remit a
three percent marketing levy to HRM starting October 1, 2023."

15.1.3 Increase of Fines for Animal Attacks and Dangerous Dog Appeal
Process* [PDF]

Motion:

That Halifax Regional Council maintains the existing Animal By-law, without
amendment to the fees for dog attacks, and maintains the current process for
dealing with animal seizures.

IMPORTANT Item:

The Halifax Memorial Library is Halifax's most important post-war building. I and
the Halifax Military Preservation Society worked vigorously to get the building
heritage designated. The city needs to honour the past to shape the future. Thus, I
will be taking the city to task for respecting their duty to uphold the Heritage
Property Act and good governance. Out of all the public buildings built the Halifax
Memorial Library is truly the people’s building. Let us work to keep it!

Listen to the podcast called Cold Ground. This was a interview I did campaigning
to register the Memorial Library, link:

https://soundcloud.com/kingsradioroom/the-cold-ground-a-signal-podcast

I would note from the 2021 declassified report the consulting cost for reimagining
the old library was estimated at $85,000.00 and today's report is at $300,000.00.

15.1.5 Halifax Memorial Library and Park Site - Repurposing and Approach to Park
Development and Expansion [PDF]

Motion:

That Halifax Regional Council direct the Chief Administrative Officer:

1. To direct staff to bring forth the proposed consulting work, as set out in the
discussion section of the staff

report dated June 24, 2024, for funding consideration within the 2025/26 capital
budget, subject to standard evaluation and prioritization as part of the regular
budget process;

2. Using the consulting work as a base, prepare a plan for the Memorial Library
site with a scope that
includes:



(a) substantial and/ or full removal of the building.
(b) recognition of the importance of the site’s culture and heritage attributes.

(c) balancing of requirements of the Crown Grant while respecting the
recommendations of the 2020 Archaeological Resource Impact Assessment.

(d) recommending recreation and leisure needs; and,
(e) conceptual park design, uses, interpretation, and capital development.

3. Upon completion of the plan, return to Regional Council with a staff report with
recommendations for implementation, including any necessary steps for
subsequent approvals, and including such items as funding allocations and a
process to apply for either the substantial alteration or demolition of the building
in accordance with the Heritage Property Act.

The declassified staff report of Sept 2021 on what to do in future with the
Memorial Library is attached. Yes! HRM has classified documents. I hope the
Mayor has none stored in the City Hall washroom. Again, the non-transparency of
the municipal government shines in dealing with the Memorial Library.

I have also attached the Archaeological Report (ARIA) on the Memorial Library.

Next, expect transit fares to increase with this next motion. $3.00 for an adult to
ride the bus!

15.1.8 First Reading Proposed By-law U-118, an Amendment to By-law U-100,
Respecting User Charges — Halifax Transit Fare Update 2024 [PDF]

Motion:

That Halifax Regional Council give First Reading to By-law U-118, amending By-
law U-100, the User Charges By-law, as set out in Attachment B of the staff report
dated May 23, 2024.

I will start by saying I wish I had better news on this item. Last time Council met I
wrote about the potential for Point Pleasant Park to be used as a larger site for
tenting and it seems this is moving forward. The homeless situation is worsening!
There is also the Halifax Forum which is scheduled to close in August. I have
spoken with HRM staff who say they are working with the province to find a
solution to the ~90 people who use the Forum shelter. There are also rooming
houses going to be shut down and pallet homes are delayed.

15.1.9 Homelessness Update July 2024 [PDF]




Motion:
That Halifax Regional Council:

1. Endorse the list of potential designated locations as outlined in the staff report
dated July 3, 2024, and direct the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) to designate
locations for sheltering as required, based on this list.

2. Update the list of criteria describing where sheltering is not permitted
consistent with the information in the staff report dated July 3, 2024.

Remaining items of interest:

15.4 ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY STANDING COMMITTEE
15.4.1 Solid Waste Strategy Review — UPDATE* [PDF]

Item 15.5.1: HRM is closing many advisory committees as it is in response to the
province's change in building permitting processing and less transparent
government.

15.5 EXECUTIVE STANDING COMMITTEE
15.5.1 Governance Review — Phase 1 Implementation Plan and Advisory

Committee Review [PDF]

15.6 TRANSPORTATION STANDING COMMITTEE
15.6.1 Road Safety Strateqy: The Way Forward [PDF]

15.9 HERITAGE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

15.9.1 H00581: 2024-2025 Financial Incentives Program for Schmidtville and Old
South Suburb Heritage Conservation Districts* [PDF]

Point Pleasant Park Advisory Committee met on July 4th. The future of the Point
Pleasant Park Battery was discussed as an item but NOT posted on the agenda.
Watch the meeting:
https://www.youtube.com/live/f8QB7yDBXPY?feature=share

Agenda:
https://www.halifax.ca/city-hall/boards-committees-commissions/july-4-2024-

point-pleasant-park-advisory-committee

Events:

Halifax Jazz Festival is coming July 9th. Can you dig it!



https://www.halifaxjazzfestival.ca/?utm_source=stingra oogle&utm_medium=

paid_search_stingray&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjws560BhCuARISAHMQEOQF3jT
sI7TMIGKxCDXOvN-
JVLKWzlkWGMBzuvWWxoRWWqdZPIxWUBtiQaAuBPEALw_wcB

Have an enjoyable weekend,

William Breckenridge
902-441-9065
Instagram: @willgbreckenridge



